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Dear Friends: 

Change is inevitable but it often generates opportunities to create great new synergies. For 
18 years, The Melissa Institute was fortunate to be located within a Baptist Health South Florida
office. However, growth there necessitated a move. Fortunately, we were invited by our 
colleagues at the University of Miami’s School of Education and Human Development to move
our office into their Community and Educational Well-being (CEW) Research Center. We are
especially grateful to Scientific Board members Isaac Prilleltensky, dean of the school, and
Etiony Aldarondo, director of the center, who, with this move, have opened up new opportunities
for collaboration. Our mission to promote safer communities is perfectly aligned with the 
university, and we know that this endeavor will benefit society both locally and nationally.

The Melissa Institute remains an independent 501(c)3 charitable entity. We will continue to
expand our work to prevent bullying, improve parenting skills through the ACT program and
offer conferences, symposiums, workshops and consultations. We supported a pro bono 
project conducted by the Boston Consulting Group to identify the location of violent youth
crimes in Miami-Dade County, which aided the police and Miami-Dade Public Schools 
Superintendent Alberto Carvalho in finding ways to stem the tide of violence surrounding our
schools. Our reading website, readingteacher.net, helped to educate well over 200 visitors per
day. Our websites melissinstitute.org and teachsafeschools.org generated over 2.5 million hits
last year. Our Facebook page helped educate three-quarters of a million people this year on
our mission, especially in the area of gun violence prevention.

Research has shown that the majority of prisoners are functionally illiterate and that the 
earlier language and reading are introduced, the more likely it is that it will create literate and
productive citizens. We initiated an exciting project to encourage early literacy by providing 
a bilingual book to every new mother at Homestead Hospital and informing them on the 
importance of reading to their babies and children.

Our move to the University of Miami is a positive one, but it has resulted in increased 
operating costs. We desperately need your financial support NOW more than ever. Please give
generously so that The Melissa Institute can continue to provide its expertise in educating
new leaders in the field of violence prevention, thereby promoting the reduction of violence 
in our society. 

Thank you for your donation. It enables us to make positive changes to prevent the epidemic
of violence that threatens us all.

Sincerely,

Lynn Aptman Michael Aptman, M.D.
Founder and President Founder



Summer is the time when many families move, and
that was true this year for The Melissa Institute family.
The Institute left its South Miami home of many years
for the University of Miami campus, where it is now
housed at the School of Education and Human 
Development’s Community and Educational Well-being
(CEW) Research Center in Coral Gables. 

“We’re delighted about our move to UM,” said Lynn
Aptman, the Institute’s president and one of its founders.
“The Institute remains an independent, not-for-profit 
entity, but there will be many opportunities for the 
Institute to collaborate with the university on projects of
mutual interest. The resulting synergy of our joint efforts
is truly exciting.”

A New Home!
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Etiony Aldarondo, Ph.D., director of the CEW and a
member of the Scientific Board of The Melissa Institute,
and Dean Isaac Prilleltensky, Ph.D., who is also a 
Scientific Board member, were instrumental in bringing
the Institute to the UM campus. “It’s a natural step,” 
Dr. Aldarondo said. “I’ve seen The Melissa Institute
grow and develop, and now we can work closely together
on research initiatives and get students engaged in 
the Institute.”

The University has agreed to provide two student 
interns to help with Institute programs, and the Institute
has agreed to provide at least one scholarship for a UM
doctoral student studying a violence-related topic. This
year’s Belfer-Aptman Scholars Award went to Amelia
Swanson, for research on her dissertation “Post-traumatic
Growth Among Latina Victims of Interpersonal Violence
in Psychological Treatment.”

Dr. Aldarondo also envisions inviting members of
The Melissa Institute’s prestigious Scientific Board to
serve as co-investigators on UM-funded research projects.
“There are so many possibilities for collaboration,” he
said. “We can work together to disseminate the latest 
information relating to violence, providing experts for 
interviews and writing opinion pieces for the media.”

The UM campus will also provide settings for The
Melissa Institute’s educational conferences for 
professionals and students alike. 

Ms. Aptman said that the long-time work of the 
Institute relating to bullying prevention, parenting 
training, consulting services and literacy will continue.

“Change is invigorating,” she said. “And we’re 
moving full steam ahead.”



Focusing on Youth Safety
The mass shooting of school children in Newtown,

Conn., in December 2012 galvanized many communities
across the nation to do more to ensure safer schools.
Miami-Dade was no exception. Mayor Carlos Gimenez
and School Superintendent Alberto Carvalho convened the
Roundtable on Youth Safety. Meeting with the county’s
police chiefs and mayors and dozens of other interested
organizations, they formed four working groups to 
recommend ways to improve youth safety, both in and 
out of school.

The Melissa Institute brought the prestigious Boston
Consulting Group (BCG) to the table. BCG had conducted
a detailed study in Chicago of crime hot spots, school
safety practices and victim risk factors. They offered to do
the same, without charge, for Miami-Dade. 

“The BCG data analysis was very helpful,” said Lisa
Martinez, formerly Mayor Gimenez’s chief of staff and
the person tasked by the mayor to oversee the Roundtable’s
work. “They brought together facts and data points from

Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez addresses the first Roundtable on Youth Safety meeting at Vizcaya. 

various sources,” creating a clear picture of problematic
neighborhoods. The data also demonstrated the typical
characteristics of student victims of violent crime, and
modeled who is at highest risk. About 80 percent of the
“ultra-high-risk” students were clustered at 22 schools.

One important result of the Roundtable on Youth
Safety is better communication and working relationships
among various government agencies, according to Ms.
Martinez. “For example, we see the police and Parks 
Department working together more closely to provide
safer environments outside of school. In fact, schools are
the safest place for our youth,” she added. “Much of the
challenge lies outside of school.” 

“The synergy of so many groups and individuals
working toward a common goal — safer schools and
neighborhoods for our children — was striking,” said
Lynn Aptman, president of The Melissa Institute. “We
were proud to be part of this effort.”
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By the NUMBERS
Bullying prevention programs � 11, attended by more than 700 students and adults

ACT Raising Safe Kids classes � More than 300 parents of young children attended in the southeast region

Consultations � Numerous, including three days of presentations by Scientific Board member Jim Larson,

Ph.D., to Miami-Dade school faculty on anger and aggression management of children and adolescents, as well

as new concepts on motivating positive student behavior

Melissa Institute Facebook page � 8,578 new “likes”; 721,014 people reached

www.readingteacher.net � 175,344 unique visitors to the Institute’s website for teachers of early readers, 

an average of 225 per day. The YouTube channel housing reading videos has had 933,074 video views, 

and has 2,589 subscribers



About 150 fourth and fifth grade students from
14 elementary schools attended the Institute’s
11th annual conference on bullying prevention
in October. Facilitators were Palmetto 
counselor Julie Astuto and Trish Ramsay, the 
Institute’s education director.
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Books for Babies
Research shows that 85 percent of incarcerated 

juvenile offenders cannot read. Because of the 
importance of early literacy, The Melissa Institute has
begun a new program: Books for Babies.

“The Institute is donating books to new mothers at
Homestead Hospital, to encourage them to start reading to
their babies as soon as possible,” said Karyn Cunningham,
Institute vice president. “The book is Curious George,
which is a children’s classic. And it’s a bilingual edition, 
so parents can read to their children in their own language.” 

The idea for the books project came from Board
member Joan Gluck, M.D., a retired pediatric allergist.
The first 400 books have already been delivered to the
hospital. The Institute hopes the community will 
embrace the Books for Babies program. Tax-deductible
donations can be sent to the Institute office, 1507 
Levante Ave., Suite 331, Coral Gables, FL 33146. 
Mark your check “Books for Babies.”

Baby Garrett Upthegrove is not exactly enthralled as mom
Jaimi Upthegrove reads to him at Homestead Hospital.

Gun Sense in Short Supply
Although nothing can match the horror of the mass shooting of school children in Newtown, Conn., there were at

least 44 school shootings in the 14 months following the Newtown killings, according to the organization Everytown
for Gun Safety. A scientific poll commissioned by The Melissa Institute last year showed that South Florida residents
overwhelmingly support changes in gun regulation, with strong support even among members of the National Rifle
Association. Ninety percent of South Floridians favor background checks for all gun purchases and 86 percent support 
requiring gun owners to register their firearms. The South Florida results closely track national surveys on gun issues.

With that much support, you’d expect to see a flurry of legislative action to pass gun laws. “Sadly, not much has
been accomplished since Newtown,” said Michael Aptman, M.D., a Melissa Institute founder. “In fact, Florida has
passed five pro-gun measures this year, according to the website guns.com,” he said. 

What can ordinary citizens do to see that Congress and the states act on the citizen demand for safer gun laws?
“We have to take it to the ballot box,” Dr. Aptman said. “We have to vote for candidates who support common-sense
gun laws that also protect the Second Amendment.” Go to the everytown.org website to learn more. 

“It’s been nearly two decades since a gun took our daughter Melissa’s life,” Dr. Aptman said. “What progress have we
made? Americans don’t have to tolerate 31,000 deaths from gun violence every year. We must demand sensible gun
laws. And we must bolster evidence-based programs to help families whose members have mental health issues.”

BULLYING PREVENTION



EnFAMILIA Honored
Carlos Salgado and Rocio Tafur-Salgado,

founders and directors of EnFAMILIA, were honored
with the Suzanne L. Keeley, Ph.D., Community
Service Award at the Institute’s annual conference.
EnFAMILIA provides educational programs, includ-
ing ACT Raising Safe Kids, for parents in English
and Spanish. The group focuses on migrant workers
and low-income families in deep south Miami-Dade
County, helping parents to understand ways they can
protect children from violent influences in society.

Suzanne L. Keeley, Ph.D. (right), presents the Community
Service Award to Carlos Salgado and Rocio Tafur-Salgado.

Applying the Lessons Learned
For 18 years, The Melissa Institute has presented an annual conference for teachers, school counselors, social 

workers, therapists, law enforcement personnel and others to provide evidence-based information on ways to prevent 
and treat violence. At the May 2 conference, Melissa Institute Scientific Director Donald Meichenbaum, Ph.D., joined 
psychologists Steve Dykstra, Ph.D., of Milwaukee and Scott Miller, Ph.D., of Phoenix in discussing community-based 
interventions that have proven successful.

Scott Miller, Ph.D., professor of behavioral health at Arizona
State University, described ways to improve outcomes 
of psychotherapy.

Donald Meichenbaum, Ph.D., Scientific Director
of The Melissa Institute, has organized 18 annual
conferences to provide evidence-based research on
violence prevention.
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Peace Under the Stars
A stunning array of jewelry, trips, wine, sports tickets plus much more

awaited guests bidding in the silent auction at this year’s Peace, Harmony
and Moonlight fundraiser. Energetic Grace Carricarte chaired the auction
for the sixth time. Her hard-working committee amassed 218 items, which
contributed $25,000 toward the evening’s net proceeds of nearly $72,000.
About 230 guests dined in the peaceful Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden
setting, and enjoyed moonlit tram tours of the garden.

Founders Dr. Michael and Lynn Aptman (left to right), Auction Chair Grace 
Carricarte, President Emeritus Suzanne Keeley, Ph.D., and Natasha and Philipp
Ludwig, co-chairs of the event.

Board member Etiony Aldarondo,
Ph.D., and his son Diego, a 
talented saxophonist who provided
some of the evening’s “harmony.”

Long-time supporter Amy Halsey joined 
Miami-Dade School Board member Larry 
Feldman (center) and Peter Ulrich, BCG 
managing partner.

Join the Fun!
Peace, Harmony and Moonlight

March 19, 2015

Young Professionals members
Grace Carricarte (left) and
Amanda Keeley enjoyed the
peaceful  Fairchild Garden 
environs.
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Board member Maggie Snyder (left) and her
husband, Aaron, with Lisa Goldberg, Honorary
Board member.

School Superintendent Alberto
Carvalho praised The Melissa
Institute for its work in 
preventing violence.

To view more photos of Peace and Harmony, 
go to melissainstitute.org.
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OUR VOLUNTEER
BOARDS
Without the participation, 
expertise and leadership of our
volunteer boards, the Institute
could not accomplish its goals.
These include the Board of 
Directors, Scientific Board and
Honorary Board.

�

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Etiony Aldarondo, Ph.D.
Lynn Aptman, M.Ed. 

President 
Michael Aptman, M.D.  
Jo Baxter, MBA
Kenneth M. Bloom, Esq.
Grace L. Carricarte, M.S. Ed.
Penn B. Chabrow, Esq.
Karyn I. Cunningham, B.A.

Vice President
Joan Gluck, M.D.
Remi J. Kajogbola, MBA
Suzanne L. Keeley, Ph.D.

President Emeritus
Philipp N. Ludwig, M.S.,

MBA Treasurer
Donald Meichenbaum, Ph.D.

Research Director
Lissette M. Perez-Lima, Ph.D.
Marguerite Snyder, Esq. 

Secretary
Javier F. Vilasuso, M.D.
Atlee W. Wampler III, Esq.

SCIENTIFIC BOARD
Etiony Aldarondo, Ph.D.,

University of Miami
Wendy Craig, Ph.D., Queen’s

University
Jim Larson, Ph.D., Professor

Emeritus
Donald Meichenbaum, Ph.D.,

Professor Emeritus
Guerda Nicolas, Ph.D., 

University of Miami
Clifford O’Donnell, Ph.D.,

Professor Emeritus
Debra J. Pepler, Ph.D., York

University
Isaac Prilleltensky, Ph.D.,

University of Miami
Wendy K. Silverman, Ph.D.,

Yale University
Ron Slaby, Ph.D., 

Harvard University
Dale M. Willows, Ph.D., 

University of Toronto
Marleen Wong, Ph.D., 

University of Southern 
California

STAFF
Frank G. DeLaurier, Ed.D. 

Executive Director
Trish Ramsay, M.A. 

Education Director

HONORARY BOARD
Janine Armstrong
Adrienne Arsht
Armando Codina
Patricia E. Deering
The Hon. Norman Gerstein
Robert Gintel
Lisa Goldberg, Esq.
The Hon. Bob Graham
Judith S. Katzen
David Lawrence Jr.
The Hon. Cindy Lederman
Ira H. Leesfield, Esq.
The Hon. Carlos J. Martinez
Leonard Pitts
The Hon. Orlando Prescott
Olga M. Ramudo
The Hon. Katherine 

Fernandez Rundle
Judy Schaechter, M.D., MBA
Arthur Teitelbaum
Cynthia Wolman, M.Ed.

IN-KIND DONORS
Actors’ Playhouse
Alma Jewelry Designs
Ann Marie’s Bridal Boutique
Anton Acero Beauty Studio
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Aptman
Aqasports
Aquatica
The Art of Massage
Aunt Jill’s Desserts
Bali Ha’i Charter
Baptist Health South Florida
Barceloneta Restaurant
Ms. Jo Baxter
Belezza Spa & Salon
Betsy Ginter Jewelry
Biscayne Tavern
Francisco J. Blanco, DMD
Bliss Salon
Dr. Barbara & Mr. Ken Bloom
Bodies by Pilates
Ms. Ardis Bourland
Brooks Brothers, The Falls
Bugatti Restaurant
Business Travel Advisors
Ms. Grace Carricarte
Cesu Company
Mr. & Mrs. Penn Chabrow
Cheesecake Factory
Chevron Gas Station
Chirife Floral Design
Christy’s Restaurant
City Pooch
Coco Bella Designs
Coconut Grove Gallery 

& Interiors
Color Head Salon & Spa
Coral Bagels
CVI.CHE 105
Deering Estate Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Frank G. DeLaurier
Del Sur Artisan Eats
Dixie Animal Hospital
Ellen’s Treasures
Equinox Fitness Club

Esprit-Miami, Inc.
Executive Printers
Express Travel
Fairchild Tropical Botanic

Garden
Mr. & Mrs. Eli Feinberg
Fit 2 Go Healthy Gourmet
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse
For Eyes Optical
Four Seasons Hotel Miami
J. Arturo Fridman, M.D.
Randy Furshman, DDS
Ms. Bobbi Garber
Jo-Anne Gardner Designs
Mr. Robert Gintel
Ms. Surabhi Golechha
GT Sports
Hampton Inn Miami 

Coconut Grove
Hampton Inn & Suites,

Miami/Brickell
Harp Productions
Hirni’s Wayside Garden Florist
Homestead White Star Farms
Ms. Katherine Honey
Hot Cookies
Hyatt Regency Coral Gables
Ike Behar Clothing
Intercontinental Hotel San Juan
International Accessories, Inc.
Jaguar Ceviche Spoon & Grill
Jewelry by Jan
Joe’s Stone Crab Restaurant
Juana M Restaurant
Julien Farel Salon & Spa
Ms. Martha Jurney
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Katzen
Dr. Suzanne L. & 

Mr. Brian E. Keeley
Knitting Pretty
Kute Kuts Pet Grooming
Jim Larson, Ph.D.
Learning Express
Lion Country Safari
Loews Miami Beach Hotel
Mr. & Mrs. Philipp Ludwig
M Cycle Gym
Ms. Margarita Martin
Mayte Nardo Salon
Medifast Weight Control 

Center
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Messinger
Miami Dolphins, Ltd.
Miami Heat Foundation
Miami Heat Group
Miami Marlins Foundation
Miami Symphony Orchestra
Ms. Michele Militare
Jennifer Miranda, M.D.
Mondrian South Beach
Monet Coiffure
The Muffin Tin Restaurant
Ms. Patricia Murphey
Mutineer Restaurant
Myra & Company
NC Designs
Ms. Phillis Oeters
Orange Theory Fitness

Mr. & Mrs. John Ostrow
The Palace Coral Gables
Parties by Lyn, Inc.
Pego Lamps
Penguin Store South Beach
Mr. Ramon Perez
Lissette M. Perez-Lima, Ph.D.
Perricone’s Marketplace
Perry Ellis International
Peter Damian Hair Gallery
PRP Wine International
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Ms. Trish Ramsay
Red Fish Grill
Ritz-Carlton Coconut Grove
Ritz-Carlton Key Biscayne
Roasters ‘n Toasters
Leonard H. Rothenberg, DDS
Ms. Ann Rubino
Ms. Linda Santos
SBE Hotel Group
Seasons 52
SeaWorld Parks Orlando
SG & Company, LLC
Ms. Jara Shapiro
Ms. Jill Sheer
Shell Oil Co.
Kenneth B. Snyder, DVM
Susan Snyder, Ph.D.
Solutions of Software
Southwest Airlines
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Staton
Stein Paint Co.
Ms. Dorothy Stein
Ms. Ellen Steiner
Stella & Dot
Ellen M. Strot, Ph.D.
Sunday Afternoons of Music
Sunset Corners Fine Wine 

& Liquors
Target
Theatre of the Sea
Total Wine
Mr. Monty Trainer
Trattoria Luna
Trini Salon & Spa Brickell
Truluck’s Restaurant
Victor Vianello Cruise One
Vizcayans
Walt Disney World Co.
White Star Farms
Williamson Automotive
Ms. Denise Winston
Yuca Restaurant
Zoo Miami

VOLUNTEERS

Ms. Julie Astuto
Ms. Christine Baldwin
Ms. Marie Barredo
Ms. Jessi Berrin
Dr. Barbara Bloom
Ms. Jill Bloom 
The Rev. Katherine Carroll
Ms. Sheila Chabrow
Ms. Megan Cunningham
Mr. Casey DeLaurier
Ms. Wendy Denkhaus
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Mr. Ian Duffy
Mr. John Duffy
Ms. Gabriela Fernandez 
Ms. Kelley Flagg
Ms. Helene Furgang
Ms. Joanne Gentile
Ms. Christine Gilbert
Ms. Lisa Goldberg
Ms. Phyllis Goldberg
Ms. Amy Halsey
Ms. Sophia Hernandez
Ms. Martha Jurney
Ms. Judith Katzen
Ms. Donna Latshaw
Ms. Bobbie Longo
Ms. Barbara Ludovici 
Ms. Eryn McJilton
Ms. Jeanee McJilton
Ms. Olivia Martin
Ms. Christine Martindale
Ms. Rossy Martinez
Ms. Alyse Messinger
Ms. Patricia Murphey
Ms. Maida Pacheco
Ms. Krissa Ramsay
Ms. Olga Ramudo
Ms. Laurel Rothman
Ms. Linda Santos 
Ms. Elaine Sevush 
Ms. Lynn Shapiro
Ms. Jill Sheer
Ms. Donna Silverman
Ms. Ellen Steiner
Dr. Sam Steiner
Ms. Laura Vilasuso
Ms. Suzanne Wallach
Ms. Judy Wiesenfeld
Ms. Cynthia Wolman
Ms. Hunter Wright
Ms. Nannette Zapata

�

DONORS

$10,000-$24,999
American Psychological 

Association
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Aptman
Mr. Richard P. Cole
Ms. Patricia Deering
Dr. Suzanne L. & 

Mr. Brian E. Keeley 

$2,500-$9,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Aptman
Baptist Health South Florida
The Boston Consulting Group
Mr. Michael A. Carricarte
Dr. & Mrs. Frank DeLaurier
The Garner Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Heiblum
Mr. Javier Hernandez-Lichtl
Mr. & Mrs. Philipp Ludwig
Mr. Kenneth O’Keefe
Dr. Julie Schwartzbard & 

Mr. Neil Bernstein
Students Offering Support, Inc.

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Etiony Aldarondo, Ph.D.
Mr. Gregory T. Aptman
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Baxter
Dr. Barbara & 

Mr. Kenneth Bloom
Coastal Construction Group
Ms. Jo-Anne Gardner
Drs. Joan & Paul Gluck
Gulliver Schools
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Halsey
Ms. Sally A. Heyman
Dr. Susan Iannaccone
Instinet
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Jurney
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Messinger
Ms. Kathy E. Miller
Pi Beta Phi Foundation
Radiology Associates of

South Florida
Ms. Patricia S. Ramsay
Ms. Shirlee Schiller
Dr. & Mrs. William Stokes
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Troner
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wolman
Wolpe & Leibowitz, LLP

$500-$999
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Aptman
Mr. Antonio Argiz
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Bloom
Dr. Francisco Borja
Ms. Grace Carricarte
Mr. & Mrs. Penn Chabrow
Ms. Wendy K. Denkhaus
Mr. John Dubois
Mr. Bernard Eckstein
Mr. Edward Ehrlich
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Finer
Florida International University
Mr. & Mrs. George Foyo
The Hon. Norman Gerstein
Ms. Lisa Goldberg & 

Mr. Witold Jurewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hearns
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hoff
Dr. & Mrs. Raymond Horwitz
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Jordan 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Kahn III
Mr. Remi Kajogbola
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Katzen
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Kislak
Ms. Christine Kotler
Mr. R. Kirk Landon
Dr. Jim D. Larson
Leesfield Family Charitable

Foundation
Mr. Elton Lipnick
Dr. & Mrs. Leonardo Lopez
Ms. Christine Martindale
Ms. Jeanee McJilton
Mr. Joseph E. Miller
Ms. Deborah Montilla
Ms. Patricia Murphey
Ms. Elizabeth Olazabal

Dr. Debra J. Pepler
Ms. Susan Rodolfi
Mr. Nathan Sadownik
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Schrager
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Spector
Ms. Marsha Tejeda
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander 

Van Der Ven 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Wallach
Dr. Grace Wang & 

Dr. Steven Pabalan
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Wolfson

$250-$499
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Applebaum
Ms. Jessica Aptman
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Aptman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baal
Dr. & Mrs. Victor Barredo
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffry Bernstein
Bet Shira
Borinquen Health Care 

Center, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Brooks
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Caruso
Coalition of Florida Farmworker

Organizations, Inc.
Coconut Grove Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony DeLaurier
Florida Christian School of

Dade County
Mr. David Frum
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Gelman
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Glasser
Dr. Norman Goldberg
Ms. Wendy W. Greenleaf
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ivans
Jewish Community Federation
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Kobetz
Mr. Adam Koppekin
Mr. Mark Leibowitz
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lester
Mr. Norman Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Longo
Meichenbaum Consulting, Inc.
Miami-Dade County Public

Schools
Mr. Ben Mollere
Dr. & Mrs. Michel Nahmad
Ms. Marie D. Osborne
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Paul
Dr. Jorge Perez 
Dr. Lissette Perez-Lima
Public Defender’s Office,

11th Judicial Circuit
Dr. & Mrs. David Racher
Dr. & Mrs. Anis Racy
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Rosenberg
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rosenthal
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Rothman
Mr. Ed Shohat
Mr. & Mrs. George Silver
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Steiner
Mr. & Mrs. John Sumberg
Drs. Albert & Debbie Tano

Mr. Dan Vigdor
Dr. & Mrs. Javier Vilasuso
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Winston

$100-$249
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Abels 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Adrian
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Altman
Mr. & Mrs. Cromwell 

Anderson
Ms. Debra Appelbaum
Ms. Julie Astuto
Ms. Evelyn K. Axler
Dr. & Mrs. David M. Billings
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Blacher
Ms. Rochelle Jennifer Boas
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Boyett
Ms. Marilyn S. Cahn
Ms. Asline Charles
Ciminero & Associates
Mr. Joe Cross
Dr. & Mrs. Dale Davis
Dr. John V. Defazio Jr.
Dr. Carey Dowling
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Drescher
Dr. & Mrs. David Edelman
EnFamilia Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Epstein
Family Services of NW PA
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Friedman
Ms. Bette Ganz
Mr. Joseph Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gordon
Ms. Gina Graham
Mr. Alan Greenfield
Dr. & Mrs. Paul M. Gustman
Drs. Ana & Joshua Harris
Mr. Robert Honigman
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Isicoff
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Jackman
Dr. Charles Kalstone
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Katzen
Mr. Byron T. Kibort
Ms. Marilyn Koretz
Mr. Pablo Landi
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lehman
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Levitan
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Levy
Ms. Gail Mazzara
Ms. Janet R. McAliley
Dr. Robert McCune
Mr. John McGillian
Ms. Lori McLuskey
Ms. Debra McNeil
Dr. & Mrs. Neil Messinger
Mr. Stephen Minick
Mr. Elias Monzayet
Ms. Dorothy Olster
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary

St. Richard
Ms. Shelly Peed
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Phillips
Ms. Nancy Polk
Mr. Alex Ponomarenko
Ract and Valenca, LLC
Mr. Edward Rappaport
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Dr. & Mrs. Victor Richards
Mr. Laurence Rogers
Mr. Stephan Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Roth
Mr. Adam Rubin
Ms. Ann Marie Rubino
Dr. & Mrs. Jean Samimy
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Sandrow
Dr. Judith Schaechter
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Schild
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Schotland
Mr. & Mrs. John Schwebel
Ms. Lynn Shapiro
Mr. Keith Sharkey
Mr. & Mrs. Emery Sheer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shemtob
Dr. & Mrs. Fred B. Sherman
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Shiffrin
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Shor
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Snyder
South Florida ENT Associates
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Spar
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Spektor
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Spiegelman
Dr. David Stein
Ms. Dorothy Stein
Mr. Michael Stein
Ms. Charo Supiciche
Thelma Gibson Health 

Initiative
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Tie-Shue
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Tobin
Ms. Blanca M. Valle

Mr. Melie Viera
Ms. Rachel L. Wallach-Perez
Mr. & Mrs. Atlee Wampler III
Ms. Claire Warren
Dr. & Mrs. Malvin Weinberger
Ms. Judith Weisenfeld
Ms. Diane Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Williams
Dr. & Mrs. Carlos Wolf
Ms. Barbara Wolfsdorf
Jessie & Bernard Wolfson

Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Wolfsdorf
Ms. Susan Wurzel
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Yaffa
Ms. Jennifer Zidel
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Zwibel

$1-$99
Ms. Olga Alonso
Mr. Javier Alvarado
Mr. Carlos Mendez Arroyo
Rabbi & Mrs. David Auerbach
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Baer
Ms. Dina Bancuz
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Barenboim
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Bayer
Dr. Douglas Beek
Ms. Rebecca Biderman & 

Mr. David Fraher
Ms. Kathleen Blackwood
Ms. Alice Bloom
Ms. Karen Bodenhammer
Ms. Christina Brumer
Mr. Benjamin Daniel

Ms. Beth Davis
Ms. Ana Claudia De Alba
Ms. Robin Denison
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Enerfeld
Mr. Victor Esterlitz
Ms. Trudy Faust
Ms. Lia Fernandez
Mr. & Mrs. Sigmund Fox
Ms. Debra Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Fuentes
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gammon
Ms. Laura Gauntner
Ms. Joanne Gentile
Dr. David Glabman
Ms. Judith Ozar Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander 

Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Hernandez
Mrs. Adele Hertz
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Horowitz
Mr. Elias Juliao
Ms. Frances S. Kadesh
Ms. Maria Kahl
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Kalman
Mr. Barry J. Katz
Mr. Sean Kramer
Ms. Donna Latshaw
Dr. George A. Levine
Ms. Natalie Liebman
Ms. Barbara Ludovici
Mr. Rege Malone
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Margolis
Ms. Arlene Martinez
Mr. Padinjarayil Mathew 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Mendelson 

Ms. Martha Miranda-Ortiz
Ms. Andrea Munoz-Rodriguez
Network for Good
Ms. Gabriela Orihuela
Ms. Alba M. Passerini & 

Dr. Charles I. Wohl
Ms. Sharon Polk-Sadownik
Ms. Nancy Pollack
Ms. Katherine Pollak
Ms. Natasha Posada
Ms. Mary Reincke
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Rifkin
Ms. Vanessa Risatti
Ms. Lizmarie Rodriguez
Ms. Shawn Rosen-Holtzman
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Rosenblatt
Ms. Melissa Rospigiliosi
Ms. Barbara Ross
Dr. & Mrs. Martin Rothberg
Mr. Kyle Saxon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Socol
Ms. Laura Steckler
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Stein
Ms. Melanie Stoia
Ms. Terri Ann Stratton
Ms. Christine M. Summers
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Turk
Mr. Victor Vianello
Mr. Arlyne Wayner
Ms. Laura Weinfeld
Ms. Julie S. Whitney
Ms. Jerold Wilck
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Young

Anahi Jimenez, 10 years old, 
Shenandoah Elementary

Amalia Suros, 8 years old, 
Tucker Elementary

Yuliett Pulido, 9 years old, 
Tucker Elementary
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The Melissa Institute for Violence Prevention and 

Treatment is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. The

Institute was established by Melissa Aptman’s family

and friends a year after her death. Our continuing 

efforts reflect the belief that each of us has the power to

effect change and that we must work together for the

betterment of our society. Melissa Aptman

The Institute’s mission is to prevent violence and promote safer 

communities through education and application of 

research-based knowledge.
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Please click here if you would like to make a donation.
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https://secure.adweb99.com/melissainstitute/cccontributions.lasso


The Melissa Institute
For Violence Prevention and Treatment
Located at the University of Miami, School of Education and Human Development

1507 Levante Avenue, Suite 331 � Coral Gables, FL 33146

Phone 305-284-2930 � Fax 305-284-2960

melissainstitute.org � teachsafeschools.org � readingteacher.net

The Melissa Institute
1507 Levante Avenue, Suite 331
Coral Gables, FL 33146
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