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http://www.nydailynews.com/sports/football/vikings-rb-adrian-peterson-accused-child-abuse-article-1.1937998 



Dueling as Conflict Resolution 







Iconic paper from 1962: Battered-Child Syndrome 



Family-Centered Care Principles 
1.  Respecting each child and his or her family 
2.  Honoring racial, ethnic, cultural, and socioeconomic diversity and its effect on the 

family’s experience and perception of care  
3.  Recognizing and building on the strengths of each child and family, even in 

difficult and challenging situations 
4.  Supporting and facilitating choice for the child and family about approaches to 

care and support 
5.  Ensuring flexibility in organizational policies, procedures, and provider practices 

so services can be tailored to the needs, beliefs, and cultural values of each child 
and family  

6.  Sharing honest and unbiased information with families on an ongoing basis and in 
ways they find useful and affirming 

7.  Providing and/or ensuring formal and informal support (e.g., family-to-family 
support) for the child and parent(s) and/or guardian(s) during pregnancy, 
childbirth, infancy, childhood, adolescence, and young adulthood  

8.  Collaborating with families at all levels of health care, in the care of the individual 
child and in professional education, policy making, and program development  

9.  Empowering each child and family to discover their own strengths, build 
confidence, and make choices and decisions about their health 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS: Family-Centered Care and the Pediatrician’s Role 
Pediatrics Vol. 112 No. 3 September 1, 2003, pp. 691 -696 



Bell,	  Florida	  



September 24, 2014 
Brownsville Middle School  

Miami 
4 students, aged 12-15, arrested for bringing/touching two loaded guns into school 

No information on the source of guns or the type of guns until appearance in court. 
Research confirms that children usually get their guns from home. 
In this case, there may be a connection to community/gang violence/scratched 
serial #s. 



Counseling is Effective 

A multisite study found that keeping a gun 
locked and keeping a gun unloaded have 
protective effects of 73% and 70%, 
respectively, with regard to risk of both 
unintentional injury and suicide for children 
and teenagers. These findings were 
consistent for both handguns and long 
guns (rifles and shotguns). 

Grossman DC, Mueller BA, Riedy C, et al., Gun storage practices and risk of youth suicide and 
unintentional firearm injuries. JAMA. 2005;293(6):707–714 



Counseling	  is	  Effec4ve	  

A	  mul4site	  randomized	  controlled	  office-‐based	  
prac4ce	  se>ng	  of	  firearm	  access	  screening	  &	  
brief	  mo4va4onal	  storage	  counseling	  promo4ng	  
use	  of	  cable	  gun	  locks	  resulted	  in	  significant	  
increased	  gun	  safety	  storage	  prac4ces.	  
22%	  over	  baseline,	  sustained	  over	  6	  months.	  
124	  interven4on	  prac4ces.	  

Barkin S, et al 2008 Is office-based counseling about media use, timeouts, and 
firearm storage effective? Results from a cluster-randomized, controlled trial. Jul;122
(1):e15-25 



Nationally Recognized  
Standard of Care 



The newest form of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” 

Florida’s FOPA 



Firearm Owner Privacy Act (FOPA) 
= Physician Gag Law = “Docs vs. Glocks” 

Privacy of Firearm Owners: Provides that licensed practitioner or facility may not record 
firearm ownership information in patient's medical record; provides exception; provides that 
unless information is relevant to patient's medical care or safety or safety of others, 
inquiries regarding firearm ownership or possession should not be made; provides 
exception for EMTS & paramedics; provides that patient may decline to provide information 
regarding ownership or possession of firearms; clarifies that physician's authority to choose 
patients is not altered; prohibits discrimination by licensed practitioners or facilities based 
solely on patient's firearm ownership or possession; prohibits harassment of patient 
regarding firearm ownership during examination; prohibits denial of insurance coverage, 
increased premiums, or other discrimination by insurance companies issuing policies on 
basis of insured's or applicant's ownership, possession, or storage of firearms or 
ammunition; clarifies that insurer is not prohibited from considering value of firearms or 
ammunition in setting personal property premiums; provides for disciplinary action. 
Violations of the provision constitute grounds for disciplinary action (BOM). Effective:6/2/11 
 
Injunction stands. 



•  Blood Pressure  
•  Weight, Diet, & Exercise 
•  Injury (seat belts, pool)	  

Health Screening > Focused Counseling 



General Screenings 

•  Allergies 
•  Pets 
•  Drugs, medications 
•  Travel 
 



•  Format (paper, computer, person) 
•  “Screening” vs. “Counseling” 
•  Pediatric challenges 

– Development 
– Adolescence/Privacy 
– Punishment vs. Maltreatment 
– Types of Violence (parents, 

adolescents, siblings, school, IPV) 
– The targeted child 

	  

Questioning About Violence 



Increasing ACE – disease outcomes 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) 



Specific Adverse Childhood Events 



Cases .… What do you say?   
What do you do?	  



Prenatal couple, one of the parents is law 
enforcement.  Asking about firearm 
access, you learn that she is in the habit of 
bringing her service weapon home at night. 



Teen mother of a 3-1/2 y/o, who is 
uncomfortable with her father’s gun 
kept over the refrigerator, but it causes 
family strife when they discuss it 



16 y/o new patient with asthma.  He 
checked the box that he has a gun.  On 
further questioning, he reveals that he 
leaves it in his backpack.  He is part of a 
gang and wants to get out.  A rival gang is 
threatening him.  They think he stabbed one 
of their members.  His mother agrees to 
leave town, but unaware of the gang 
activities, she is in no rush.  She wants to 
first build up a nest egg.  Her priority is his 
breathing.  (So is yours!) 



When you asked a family if there are 
any firearms at home, the father said 
nothing, the mother said no, but did a 
double-take when her son said yes.  



Firearm Injury: a Pediatric Problem 

l  Of industrialized nations, U.S. ranks #1 in firearm-
related deaths in children < 15 y/o 

l  5,740 Children & teens killed by guns (2008-09) 
l  173 were preschoolers 
 

l  Disparity issue:  Black youth 45% of FA deaths (15% 
pop.); Black males 15-19 y/o – leading COD 

 
l  Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death in U.S. teens;  

  > ½ are with firearms. 

1. Website: uptodate.com. Date accessed: 2/24/2013 
Protect Children, Not Guns 2012. Website: Childrensdefense.org 
Date accessed: 2/26/13      CDC  WISQARS 



May 31, 2013 
John Smith K-8 Center, Doral (Miami) 

11 y/o boy brought a handgun into 
school.  5th grader, special needs 

student.  Brought it from home.  Teacher 
noticed it and alerted the principal.   

Recently Reported Miami Child 
Firearm Access & Injury 



D’Angelo Marte, 12 y/o 
May 24, 2013 

Redlands Middle School, Homestead (Miami) 

Shot in the leg when another 6th grade student 
tossed down his book bag and the gun inside 

went off.  The gun came from his home.   



Lourdes Guzman, 
13 y/o 

Jordyn Alexander Howe, 
15 y/o  

Miami School Bus Shooting 
November 2012 
Step Dad’s Gun 

Her father shot himself a month 
later.   

Mother says she didn’t know the gun 
was in the house.  Initially charged as 
an adult – three counts.  The gun 
owner was not charged. 



•  March 2013, Miami:  Rahquel Carr, 4 y/o shot by her 6 y/
o sibling.  Three children were in a car while the mother 
was steps away.  The grandfather collapsed and was 
taken to a nearby hospital.  The car and firearm 
belonged to the mother’s boyfriend.   

Recent South Florida Unintentional  
Child Shooting 



May 3, 2013 
 
A 6 y/o Broward girl was 
shot by her 13 y/o brother 
during a game of hide and 
seek when they were left 
home alone.   
 
Charges considered 
against the 13 y/o. 
 



Owen Harris, 2 y/o 
February 2013 

Owen was found his step dad’s gun left 
loaded in mother’s purse, while the parents 
were sleeping.  Shot himself in the face.   

Pittsburgh Tribune, 2/22/13 

Too young to teach 



Caroline Starks, 2 y/o in Kentucky, shot by her 5 y/o brother 
with his Crickett rifle.  Coroner White said the child safety 
lock was in place and operational.  “This was just a tragic 
accident.”  No charges were filed. 



 “My First Rifle” 



Brandon Holt, 6 y/o, April 2013, NJ shot in head 

4 y/o neighbor brought a .22 caliber rifle from his home 
outside and shot Brandon dead. 



August 2014: 9 y/o with Uzi; Proper equipment for 
developmental age, size, strength, coordination? 





September 22, 2014 – Miami 
     

A 3 y/o boy is recovering from a gunshot wound to the leg during a 
domestic dispute at his home in northwest Miami-Dade County. 
Miami television stations report an acquaintance of the woman 
jumped a fenced and forced his way into the home on Sunday. 
Authorities say a struggled ensued and the man took out a gun. At 
some point the gun fired and the child was hit in the leg. The man 
fled the scene. 
The child was taken to Jackson Memorial Hospital, where he is 
recovering. 
   (AP) 

Family weapons risk: IPV, suicide, mistakes/accidents, cleaning, 
hunting, drugs 

Firearms and Families:  
Dangers Not Limited to Child Access 



•  FA Suicide every 17 minutes. 
 
•  Handguns --  70% of firearm related suicides. 
 
•  FA Suicide attempts are completed 70-90%. By contrast, only 

10-15% of suicide attempts by any other means (i.e. hanging, 
carbon-monoxide poisoning, pills, or cutting) are fatal.  

 
•  The decision to attempt suicide may be made in a matter of 

hours, and can be averted or medically intervened, if the means 
is not lethal. 

 
•  Most attempters do NOT change their method. 

Intentional Self-Directed:  
Firearm Suicide 

Am Assn of Suicidology. USA Suicide: 2002 Official Final Data 
Jamison KR. Night Falls Fast: Understanding Suicide, 1999 



•  The relative risk to commit suicide is 5X greater 
among people living in homes where guns are 
present compared to people living in homes without 
a gun. 

•  For households with members <24 years of age, y/o 
it is 10X greater. 

•  The rate of firearm suicide among a cohort of adults 
who purchased a handgun was 57 times higher in 
the first week after the purchase than the firearm 
suicide rate in the U.S. in general.  

Suicide Risk and Gun Availability  



Total Number of Fatal 
Firearm Injuries - U.S. 2003-2007 

Interpersonal 63,018 

Self-directed 84,894 

Unintentional 3,423 

Undetermined 1,184 

Total 152,519 

Total Number of Nonfatal 
Firearm Injuries - U.S. 2003-2007 

Interpersonal 242,466 

Self-directed 17,602 

Unintentional 81,260 

Total 341,328 

Nonfatal Injuries:  
Morbidity and Disability 

Firearm Injuries:  U.S., 2003-2007 

For every person who dies from a firearm injury, at least two others 
survive. However, these numbers vary widely based on intent, with self-
inflicted injuries much more likely to be fatal. On average, there were more 
than 98,000 firearm injuries per year between 2003 and 2007. 

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC 



Thank you! 


